THE SWADESHI VOW
\*
sense in which orthodox Christianity understands the expression, *
but he was a saviour in the same sense as Buddha, Zoroaster,
Mohammed, and many other teachers were. In other words, I do
not believe in the exclusive divinity of Jesus. The Sermon on the
Mount left a deep impression on my mind when I read it. I
do believe with you that the real meaning of the teachings of
Jesus will be delivered from India. I have moved among thousands
upon thousands of Indians, but I have not found any secret fol-
lower of Jesus. This does not mean that there are not secret fol-
lowers of his in India. But there could not be many. However, I
entirely subscribe to your opinion that such followers should come
out in the open and declare their faith.
Tours sincerely,
From a photostat: S.N. 6608
280.   THE SWADESHI VOW*
May 13? 1919
PURE AND MIXED Vows EXPLAINED
SIGNATORIES TO THE PLEDGES
The idea of swadeshi was first broached at the 6th of April
meeting at Chowpati where thousands of men and some women
met together, but the swadeshi vow was not taken on that day. It
has now been fully thrashed out and the way is clear. It is our duty
to take the swadeshi vow; in it lies the true prosperity of India*
To use foreign articles rejecting those produced or manufactured
in India is to be untrue to India, it is an unwarranted indulgence.
To use foreign articles because we do not like indigenous ones is to
be a foreigner. It is obvious that we cannot reject indigenous arti-
cles even as we cannot reject the native air and the native soil be-
cause they are inferior to foreign air and soil. Cotton imports
amounted to about Rs. 57,00,00,000 and silk import to
Rs. 4,00,00,000 in the year 1917-18. In&a has a population of
three hundred millions and so it [means] that we sent out in that
year about Rs. 2 per head, with starvation as the result. More than
thirty million men in India hardly get more than one meal a day.
1 This was the first leaflet on swadeshi, vide "The Swadeshi Vow", 16-6-1919.
2 May 13 according to Young India but May 14 according to Mahadevbhai ki
Diary which describes this as second leaflet on swadeshi vow.
3 The first two names were those of Gandhiji and Kasturba and the
other signatories included Vinoba Bhave.